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THE UCONN LEAGUE WEBSITE 
www.uconnleague.com 

 

If you have any questions or ideas concerning our website, 
please contact Bryony Carter at: 

webmaster@uconnleague.com 

 

You may be interested to know that our site averages about 
1300 valid “hits” per month, not counting “bots” and 
“spiders”! 
 

A PDF version of The Notebook is available through the 
website if you mislay yours or need another copy 

EMAIL NOTEBOOK 
Some of you have opted to receive only an email version 
of the Fall and Spring issues of The Notebook. This 
version has all the same information, including forms for 
registration for the luncheons and for membership. 
 
If you would like to join our ever-growing group of members 
who choose to receive The Notebook this way, please email 
Claire Gates claire-ralph-Gates@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Remember, this saves on printing and postage costs and 
allows us to re-channel these funds to our scholarships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 
 

 
August 17 Board Meeting 

Katharine Brody’s home 
67 Willington Hill Road 
Willington, CT 
1:00 PM. 

 
September 19 Newcomers’ Coffee 

Katharine Brody’s home 
67 Willington Hill Road 
Willington, CT 
10:00 AM 
Please RSVP to Katharine at 
860-487-4619 or to Annemarie 
Thompson at 860-429-9798 by 
September 14th 

 
October 23 Fall Luncheon 

A Villa Louisa 
60 Villa Louisa Road 
Bolton, CT 

 11:30 – Social    Noon - Lunch 
 

 
**Remember to send in your registration for the 
Fall Luncheon and your membership dues. 
 
Forms for each of these are in this Notebook. 
You will be able to pick up your copy of The 
Directory at the Luncheon. 

http://www.uconnleague.com/
mailto:webmaster@uconnleague.com
mailto:claire-ralph-Gates@sbcglobal.net
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Dear Members, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve as President of the 
UCONN League Board of Directors. I look forward to 
continuing the traditions established by the Board and to 
expanding our communications with the members. 
 
My vision for the League is to establish several new online 
channels.   We are a group of about 225 members 
dispersed across a broad geographic area.  It seems to me 
that we would all benefit from more enhanced and 
frequent communications concerning all the varied interest 
groups that are available for our participation.   Plus, it 
would be nice to get reminders about the Newcomers' 
Coffee, the Fall and Spring Luncheons, and information 
about dues and the deadline for payment.  To achieve these 
goals, we need volunteers from the membership who are 
technically savvy with not only website design but 
Facebook, Google Groups, Microsoft, etc.  If you are 
proficient in one or more of these channels, please email 
me.  I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Meanwhile, I hope you enjoy the next couple of months of 
summer with your families and friends. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Peggy McKleroy, President  
UCONN League 
Peggy.mckleroy@gmail.com 

UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT LEAGUE 
2017-2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
Executive Committee 

 
President Peggy McKleroy 
Vice President Ellen Peloquin 
Treasurer Marian Brazziel 
Recording Secretary Bette Sisti 
Corresponding Secretary Kay McNabb 
Membership Claire Gates 
Parliamentarian-Historian Betty Forrest 

 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Budget Marian Brazziel 
Communications Director Marge Bachand 
Hospitality Katharine Brody 
 Annemarie Thompson 
Interest Groups Lennox Brodeur 
Liaison to the UCONN  Ann Lojzim 
Foundation 
Nominating Jean McCarthy 
Programs Iris Aldort  
 Joanne Sousa 
Public Relations Gwen Haaland 
Publications  
Website Bryony Carter 
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UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT LEAGUE 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 

 
Balance Forward – July 1, 2016 $  935.13 
 
INCOME 
 
Membership dues $  3,230.00 
Scholarship/Community Contributions 3,590.00 
General Membership Meetings 5,856.00 
Marathon Bridge Dues 120.00 
Marathon Bridge Luncheon 529.00 
Fitness Group Dues     1,200.00 
 
TOTAL (Balance Forward + Income) $15,460.13 
EXPENSES 
General Operating Expenses $     135.02 
Directory 444.10 
Notebook 701.66 
Brochure 0.00 
Scholarship/Community Contributions 5,300.00 
 Frank Ballard Scholarship $1,200.00 
 Undergrad Scholarship 1,200.00 
 Thomas J. Dodd Research Center 200.00 
 Jorgensen Theater for Performing Arts 500.00 
 Benton Museum 400.00 
 Covenant Soup Kitchen 600.00 
 WAIM 600.00 
 No Freeze Shelter 600.00 
General Membership Meetings  5,883.11 
Program   150.00 
Marathon Bridge Expenses  120.00 
 Marathon Bridge Luncheon  506.00 
Fitness Group      1,133.00 
 
TOTAL EXPENSES    $ 14,372.89 
 
Balance June 30, 2017*   $   1,087.24 
*Includes $139 Credit Fitness Group    $   (139.00) 
 
Balance  Forward – June 30, 2017     $     948.24 
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      FALL LUNCHEON 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2017 
HISTORY OF MYSTIC SEAPORT 

     Mystic Seaport 
Mystic Seaport is the nation’s 
leading maritime museum. 

Founded in 1929 to gather and preserve the rapidly disappearing 
artifacts of America’s seafaring past, the Museum has grown to 
become a national center for research and education with the 
mission to “inspire an enduring connection to the American 
maritime experience.” 

The Museum’s grounds cover 19 acres on the Mystic River in 
Mystic, CT and include a recreated New England coastal 
village, a working shipyard, formal exhibit halls, and state-of-
the-art artifact storage facilities. The Museum is home to more 
than 500 historic watercraft, including four National Historic 
Landmark vessels, most notably the 1841 whaleship Charles W. 
Morgan, America’s oldest commercial ship still in existence. 
The Museum hosts 284,000 visitors annually and has an active 
membership base of 14,000 from all over the Unites States and 
the world. 

Chris Freeman, Director of Development at Mystic Seaport, 
will speak on the history of the seaport.   He has been with 
Mystic Seaport for 19 years, half of that time managing the art 
publishing and book publishing businesses. More recently, he 
has been raising money to support the campaign to construct the 
Thompson Exhibition Center. In his current role as Director of 
Development his focus is on Legacy Giving. 

Mr. Freeman has been Commodore of the Wadawanuck Club, 
President of the Stonington Community Center and President of 
the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce. His current 
volunteer role is as President of CUSH (Clean Up Sounds and 
Harbors) a local clean water action and advocacy group. In his 
words he is “now an Ambassador for Mystic Seaport”. 

UCONN League Membership 
 

To join the League, please complete this form and mail the 
entire form with your check, payable to the UCONN 
League, to: 

Claire Gates 
14 Ridge Circle 

Storrs, CT 06268-1612 

In order to maintain our level of scholarships and donations 
to the community each year, we encourage you to donate 
generously to the Scholarship and Community. Fund 
Donations are tax deductible. 

Single Membership: $15___ 
Couples Membership: $25___ 

Scholarship/Community Fund: $15___ 
$25___ 
$50___ 

Other donations:    $_____ 

 Total $_____ 

Please provide your information as you wish to be listed in 
the Membership Directory and submit by October 2. 

NAME: ___________________________________________  

ADDRESS: ________________________________________  

 _________________________________________________  

PHONE:  __________________________________________  

EMAIL:___________________________________________  

Check here ____ if you prefer to get an electronic copy of 
the Notebook. (Saves on postage) 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
FALL 2017 

 
Spring of 2018 will be the time to elect a President, Vice 
President, Membership Secretary, Treasurer, Recording 
Secretary and two Nominating Committee members.  
 
Please think about members we could ask to serve in these 
positions. Contact the chair or any member of the 
Nominating Committee with questions or ideas.  
 
Jean McCarthy, Chair jnmccarthy@sbcglobal.net 
860-487-0305 
 
Terry Brown terrystandinbrown@yahoo.com  
860-53-1570 
 
Carol Krause yveskraus@earthlink.net   
860-429-4501  
 
Ellen Marshall     elmar12345@gmail.com 
 860-603-2291 
 
Mary Elizabeth Long mlong3541@charter.net 
 860-429-3541  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

2017 FALL LUNCHEON REGISTRATION 
A Villa Louisa 

60 Villa Louisa Road 
Bolton, CT 06043 

Monday, October 23, 2017 
11:30- Social    Noon- Lunch 

Please complete this form with a check for $29.00 made out to the  

UCONN League and send to: 
Joanne Sousa 

170 Birch Road 
Storrs, CT 06268 

860-335-8152   jsousa221946@gmail.com 

Deadline for receipt of reservation and check is Fri October 6, 2017. 

MENU 
 (Please choose one) 

______1. New England Stuffed Sole 
with cracker & crab filling, topped with sherry cream lobster sauce 
______2. Baked Stuffed Chicken apple cranberry dressing, veloute 
sauce 
______Vegetarian ______ Gluten Free _________Please Note Other 
Dietary Restrictions 
Entrees Include: Appetizer Table, Mixed Green Salad with Balsamic 

Vinagrette Dressing, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Steamed Vegetable 
Medley and warm rolls and butter 

Dessert: Strawberry, Peach & Whipped Cream Cake 
           Luncheon includes unlimited coffee, decaf, tea, soda, juice 
                             A cash bar will be available. 
If you are bringing a guest, please specify the menu choice for 
yourself and for your guest 
***************************************************** 
NAME_________________________________________________ 

GUEST’S  NAME________________________________________  
and menu choice__________________________________________ 

Phone  #__________________Check Total_____________________  
Cost of luncheon includes your meal, tax, gratuity, meals for speaker 

and scholarship recipients, speaker’s fee and the door prize. 
 

* Get your MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY at the Luncheon* 

mailto:jnmccarthy@sbcglobal.net
mailto:terrystandinbrown@yahoo.com
mailto:yveskraus@earthlink.net
mailto:elmar12345@gmail.com
mailto:mlong3541@charter.net
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2017-2018 BRIDGE MARATHON 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND RAISER 

The League will have two (2) Bridge Marathon Groups: 

Mini I and Mini II. 

At the present time, Mini I has six (6) teams and will play five 
(5) times a year. Mini II has seven (7) teams and will play six 
(6) times a year. Both groups play one table each time, twenty 
hands each match, with one team serving as hostess for the 
match. Scores are recorded and prizes are awarded at the year-
end Spring get-together. The Mini partners will enjoy a 
luncheon followed by an afternoon of bridge in May. 

A tentative schedule for play is set, but another team may be 
added if there is interest.  There is always a need for substitutes; 
if interested, please call either Marian or Frances (see below). 

There is a nominal fee to play. One of the main objectives is to 
raise money for the Scholarship Fund. The other objective is to 
have FUN!! 

Call Marian Brazziel:  (860)423-7950 or Frances Woody 
(860)429-7077. 

NOTE:  As with all UCONN League interest groups, 
membership in the League is required to participate. 
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REEL TO REAL 
Fall and Spring 2017-18 Film Schedule 
The UCONN League will again be sponsoring this 
film/discussion series. Details for 2017-18 are as follows: 
Dates:  Mondays, 10/2-11/6-12/4-3/5-4/2-5/7-6/4-7/9-8/6. 
Time:  1:00-4:00 PM 
Location:  Program Room at Mansfield library (to left of main 
desk) 
Please note that there are no movies scheduled in September, 
January and February. Should weather cause a cancelation, an 
email will be sent to all names on our group list. 
 
A STITCH IN TIME 
A Stitch in Time meets on the fourth Tuesday of every month at 
1 P.M.  Members take turns hosting the group in their homes. If 
you enjoy knitting, crocheting, quilting, needlepoint or other 
sewing hobbies, combined with good conversation, call Gloria 
Gerald at 860-487-4675 for information. Our first meeting will 
be held on September 26. 
 
WALKING FOR EXERCISE 
Walking outdoors promotes fitness. Join our congenial group as 
we explore rail to trail paths, woodland hikes and neighborhood 
walks. We meet weekly on Thursday afternoons at 1 PM from 
September until mid-June and informally during the summer. 
Our members take turns leading walks. Our first walk is on 
Thursday, September 7. Contact Gloria Gerald at 860-487-4675 
or Sharon Haight at 860-875-4566 for details. 
 
WINE TASTING 
This group meets on the first Sunday of each month from 
September through June except for January and February. 
Members take turns hosting the group. Hosts select the wines to 
be tasted, provide cheese, crackers and dessert. Members share 
the cost of the wines. For details call Mary Elizabeth Long 
(860) 429-3541. 

THE STORY BEHIND THE LOGO 
 
The inspiration for the League’s logo comes from a 
depiction of three owls that sits atop the roof of UCONN’s 
Edwina Maude Whitney Building.  These owls represent 
protection, wisdom, and foresight, qualities long 
associated with the owl in Greek and Native American 
cultures.  The UCONN League adopted the three owls as 
its symbol when the organization formed in 1969, but the 
League’s roots stretch back more than twenty years prior.  
In 1946, Marcia Babbidge, wife of then UCONN 
President, Homer Babbidge, formed the Newcomer’s 
League.  In 1966, the Newcomer’s League began to 
recognize the need for an organization that cultivated 
community, not only among recent arrivals to the 
University, but among its longer-term affiliates, as well.  
These members, all spouses of UCONN administrators, 
began to design an association with a broader mission and 
membership.  And in 1969 this group formally established 
the League with the aim of fostering fellowship and 
philanthropy among UCONN professors, administrators, 
and their spouses.  
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INTEREST GROUPS 
Interest groups are open to dues-paying members of the 
UCONN League. Some groups are limited in size, but if there is 
enough interest, another group can be formed. There are many 
interesting and diverse activities to choose from and interesting 
people to meet. If you have any general questions about Interest 
Groups or would like to suggest a new or second group, call 
Lennox Brodeur at 860-974-1795. 
BOOK DISCUSSION 
The Book Discussion Group meets the third Thursday from 
September to May at the Buchanan Auditorium, 54 Warrenville 
Road, Mansfield.  The group chooses one book to read and 
discuss each month.  The first meeting will be September 21st at 
2:30 p.m.  The selected book is The Virgin Earth by Philippa 
Gregory.  October and November books are The Paris Wife by 
Paula McLain and The Founding Mothers by  Cokie Roberts.  A 
schedule of books and authors will be provided at the first 
meeting. For additional information, contact: 
 Ann Chuk, achuk@mindspring.com 
 Cindy Curry, cscurry@charter.net 
DAYTRIPPERS 
The Daytrippers’ group met at 10:00 a.m. on May 16, 2017 to 
decide on trips for the year ahead and to choose leaders for each 
group.  Trips are usually held on the third Wednesday of the 
month.  The group meets at a designated parking lot and each 
car has up to four occupants, one of whom is the 
navigator.  New members are welcome.  For information call 
Ann Lojzim at 860-429-0212 or Barbara Campbell 860-649-
2978, Group Chairs. 
FITNESS 
Classes meet at 8:45 AM Monday, Wednesday and Friday starting 
Monday, September 11 at the Congregational Church on the corner 
of North Eagleville Road and Rte. 195. The objectives of the group 
are to provide conditioning exercises to improve muscle tone and 
flexibility and aerobic activities to improve the efficiency of the 
cardiovascular and respiratory systems. There is a donation for use 
of the room each semester. It’s fun and new members are 
welcome!  If interested, call Susan Brome (860-429-0490) or 
Priscilla Pike (860-429-6558). 

GOLF 
The UCONN League golf group plays 9 holes weekly every 
Friday beginning in May and going into October. We play at 
Skungamaug Country Club in Coventry at 9:30 AM. Carts are 
available, and a senior discount for those 65 plus is given. It is a 
casual 9 hole round played just for FUN. Only those who wish 
to do so, keep track of their scores. We have a lot of fun and 
players of all levels are welcome. Come join us. If you are 
interested in joining this group, or would like more information, 
please email Alice Franco at acfoliver@sbcglobal.net, or call at 
860-429-3877.  
KAYAKING 
Are you interested in exploring the rivers/ponds of eastern CT? 
Both the Willimantic River (put in at Plains Road in Storrs) and 
Mansfield Hollow Dam offer beautiful scenery. If you don’t 
own a kayak, the Mansfield Community Center will rent one for 
$5 (includes paddles and life vest). We have been kayaking 
every Monday afternoon from 4-6:00 and will continue to try 
new places. Please contact Susan Meisler at ssnmslr@att.net if 
you would like to be placed on our mailing list. 
MAH JONGG 
Mah Jongg is a popular program that was introduced to the 
League in the Fall of 2012. We play the American version of the 
game and advanced players are welcome to join. We play every 
Friday from 1:30-4:00 PM at the Mansfield Library (unless the 
Library is closed). Please contact Peggy McKleroy at 
peggy.mckleroy@gmail.com 659-906-3206 or Ellen Peloquin at 
rogellepel@aol.com 860-429-0755 for further information. 
PLAYREADERS 
The Playreaders Group meets at 12 Noon on the second 
Monday of September, October, November, December, 
February, March, April, and May.  There are no meetings in 
January or during the summer.  The members take turns hosting 
as well as selecting and preparing a play to be read aloud by the 
group.  The host provides snacks, coffee, and tea.  The first 
meeting is on September 9th at the home of Katharine Brody, 
67 Willington Hill Rd., Willington.  If you are interested in 
joining and need directions, call Katharine Brody at 860-487-
4619. 

mailto:achuk@mindspring.com
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